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THE APPROACH OF DEATH-—A NEW YEAR'S SERMON. a 
; “Behold I come quickly.” Revelations iii, 11. (First clause:) ~ 
. >  % 
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joe 


pe “" 
Tre en ay my brethren, which belong to you on the first Sab- * ie 
bath of a New Year, do not contemplate for yourselves.@ greater 
good than do the wishes of him who now addresses you. The 


object of your hopes may indeed be different from that whic my 


wishes for you respect, but I am sure that you will not compare 
them, in point of intrinsic worth, or in regard to the certainty and 
permanency which characterize them respectively. 

The state of the human mind, ata season like the present, is fer 
the most part one of expectatioa, We have done with the concerns 
of the old year, and we are awaiting the development of a new'one; 
and, turning down the page upon which our previous history has 
been written, and the lessons of experience have been recorded, 
we are giving licence to imagination to fill ep the sheet.upon which 
reality has not yet traced nets I am not wrong in i 
that this page of the future, as it now appears to us, is + oa 

_of joy; or, if in any case fear predominates over hope, the faint 
lines in which it traces its object, and the very undecided shadi 
which it throws over it, stand in very strong contrast to the 
kes with which hope paints its visions, and the bright colors in 
ich it sets them. It is ascene of earthly joy which our imagine- 
‘@i0n is describing. We are filling up the prospect of the coming 
year with hours of comfort and peace, and with days of prosperity. 
. are no clouds about that earthly horizon, as hope presents it; " 
and nee under the tutelage of hope troub . with no 
dreams of coming sorrow, anxiety, or painful changes. 
rethren, it cannot be denied that het i a degree of mn 
with many of those mental hallucinations to. menare | 
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wih 3 its uncontrolled influence? 


unfit us to egartond of those 
contingencies, which sober reason tells us must 
Sots eaten nina 
past. Who, at least, cannot see its vanity, in view of 
event which we know to be certain, and which, yet, we are 
throw entirély out of all our calculations? And, if I eal our 
attention to ‘that —_ to-day, it is only to render effective my. 
wishes for your good. If I throw upon the canvass before. yo! 
“strong colors, d th, in some. of its most interesting 
it is because that is an event whose certainty no earthly hope can 
orf whose rapidly approaching steps it cannot cause to linger, - 
chonml/h Ray ands yest.oa wbalizter ha exparicnee. It.isy then 
a view of preparing you for a higher, nobler, greater good, 
than any which yout most rational, enlarged, and ie Eee ae 
* hopes contemplate, that I call,you to-day to ponder, for 
- moments, the niessage Which the Son of God sends to each on 
sass Behold Icome: quickly.” “If the influence of the them 
“salutary, we will dwell upon it, though its relations may be 
vif the draught ‘which our physician mingles for us gives us the 
of returning health, we will drink it, however bitter or 
Saabeoen: ieray he oo'ehis Gite 
My subject, then, this morning, is death—and my object is'to 
“get it before you, in some-of those and associations which 
- belong to it, and-im the light of it is calculated to exerts 
: healthful moral influence over the mind. 
It is far from’ my purpose, my brethren, to endeavor to 
. the proposition, that we must die—-I would not insult oor nde 
standing by such an argument—are you not every re} 
upon the dust of generations who’ have gone before you? - Have 
ou your minds’ no remembfance and on your persons no 4 
Bian ob for friends, whose eyes your own’ hap 
weet Has not disease already more than once shat 
own frames, and made es so the elements Fae .: 
within yourselves? ‘No, , we shall not underti 
“proof of a proposition cdreedy so firmly estabitithed. ” And 
(though we may not deny it, we are certainly apt to forget it; 
-we do not forget it, we look upon it as a mere iso fan 
nar Opes «edamame teen ore a Ae 
wer over the human ‘mind. Practically, death isa for 
ti sesisseateet ncespunae, wat eaneet dl ac 
n from its e ) uln 
penton, whieh apa 
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olemn mees. It is my bus i 
wmir 1s You of it; oh addon Bit t your attentive eto 
a ¥ofit, which ‘give to it its importance, and inwest it 


3 tho t then upon which I would fix your’ Pe: is 
ath, is to se arate us’ from this ‘world, i 
pri of ‘eibtica: and break up all our present a 
bre is my Brethren, ‘an instinctive attachment to life,” 
the wisest purposes has implanted in our natites. ts 
Kat “ote, fio less from! the thought than from the hou 
- Death is nature’s most perfect abhorrence: 
eset Uae ave, the ‘pall, and the winding sleet, ‘s¢ 
"Ft ‘the ‘silenice of that House’ appointed for all the living, 
“itt the ‘favages' to ‘whidh out cliy must submit, iv he 
sepulchre, to Which we cali never be recdiciled.' 
it it as long, aiid as much as ‘we please, we Hever’ 
Tepulsiveness, set it in whatever light, and dress it 
py te mixy, there are’ still the same appalling featutés fag 
the'view.’ “When we speak to you of death, we sp 
“ve sundering of those ties which have bound that spi h 
‘hacle which it inhabits; we speak to you of that manly ; ty Vigt 
form tottering to its fall; of that coubtenanee begin 1e 
of that eye looking’ for the last time upon the objects. atich you 
ae , and rd losing its brightness, and thar ade 
ats OF the tomb. ‘No, God never meant that be re- 
‘eonciled to such thoughts, and_a0 influence can brit feelin 
“into ‘hartiony with such changes, Life indeéd ma ee 
‘tions, which render it insupportablé, and which may drive @ man to 
death, asa refuge from still greater evils; and. the ‘rél 'of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ as it presentyin clear colors the'b 
be yond the Waters, may énable us to go down into a cold wavés 
ff that'stream which separates us from yonder world of Tight and 
joy—t it neither the concerns of the present life, nor the hopes Of * 
eilife Which is to comé cai even'reconcile us, to death, as 
tbid that they should ‘do 86, they should ¢dnyert the tenants 
of this into Suicides, dnd ‘the iat which me inherit into | a 
nel house, 
























































bea ide Of existence.’” We are here living in a se ita 
excitement, as our aaa and affections ate engag 

with ro objects by: which we arésurrounted.” We have our ph 
‘Gur enterprizes,’ and°our Hopes.” What living mana sot some 


iid oceans Sr ola innate 


rable? We have formed our schemes, it may be, for ens a- 





° ae engaged 
a with our plans which contemplate earthly honors 
results ; or we are surrounding ourselves with a thousand © 
endearments, or we are mingling in scenes of joy, and_paintir ; 
ponent: # Sei Joy’ 8 come. We know not my brethre 
ow many, or how strong are the ties which,bind us to this wor 
until they come to be sundered. But we shall very soon kné 


Whatever may be our plans, whatever the of their-progress 
death will terminate them; it will break up all our earthly associ- 
ations howevér tender, and interesting, and dissolve all our con-. 
nections, shut us out from all these scenes, and putan extinguisher * 
upon all these bright hopes. ae 
The termination of any course of pleasurable action is painful; 
the last hour spent in familiar scenes, the last sight of objects upon’ 
emotions: regret, even when we our separation 
aes Cindi sak shiooes We toe td Be how much more 
painful musévur feelings be when our adieu is an eternal one— 
when with our heads upon our dying pillow, we shall be forced to 
think, that yonder sun which has shone upon our pathway, shall to 
us, rise no more; our voice shall no more be heard among our 
fellows; the pursuits of time no more engage our attention,. but 
“while we are shut out from huffian view, the current. of affairs 
shall run on as ever, and men shall tread upon our sepulchres, not 
knowing, or tting that we have ever been. It shall be so to 
all of us—Death will work out the demonstration of all | utter. 
Ani yet these are the most unimportant and cpeioaaggye 
sociations of the event, which we are now called to ponder. There 
is a connection between the present and the future, as there has 
been the past and the present. Life is but the first stage of our be- 
ing; the second has yet to come. We are now but rehearsing the 
parts, which we are hereafter to act in an eternal scene. Conscience 
no less distinctly forebodes a judgment, than do the analogies of 
things foretell a future. This life, therefore, is not only the step- 
ping stone to another, but the scene of preparation for it. Here 
are to be formed characters which are there to be confirmed: here 
we are to authorize actions, which there are to be punished or re- 
warded. We do not stop to prove this point, the i 
which is so clear and strong in every man’s bosom, he-ca 
neither escape nur stifle i . - 
Taking this view of life, death is a subject of intens 1 
esting thoaghst to us, whatever may be our character aap 2808 ; 
If so far as our own personal interests are concerned, we are ready 
to abide its issues, so that death will not extinguish our hopes, and 
blot out our joys; yet it will bring to a close all our ti 
of earthly The very gature which God has given ms, 
shews most clearly, that he never designed we should live for our- 
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selves exclusively. The social principle of our vii as it : 
vents men from occupying prert ai- Teolcted positions, bri : ; 


within circles of reciprocal influence. Every member o 
acts upon some other member of society, and when God faow.f 
a man, he consecrates his social influence to sanctified ends. The 


‘constitution of society, as God has announced it, is wonderfully 


evincive of his wisdom, Religion breaks up no natural associations, 
and sunders no natural ties. It is easy to perceive that if a line, a 
palpable line of separation, were drawn between the religious and 
irteligious, if the order of society was such, that the moment a 
man became a Christian, all his connections inust be'diesblved) ind 
new ones, purely reli in their character, formed, not only should 
the influence of the spel keep society in a state of constant revo 
lution, and change, but‘the circle of religious influence should be 
very much circumscribed. As it is, “the salt of the earth” is © 
much _ nerally arr than at first sight we imagine | 
it to be. line of spiritual separation runs through the near2sc 
and omtnde relationships eof human life—human beings are lmked 
together by the strongest ties of blood, affection, and interest, who ” . 
spa ally stand at a great remove from each other—whose s 
mingle upon every other subject, save this one of 
‘Were it otherwise, as in all probability it should have been, bad 
pe circumstances of men beenof our arranging, we can see that 
opportunities of Christian influence and usefulness had’been 
ee much diminished in number. Now, there is not oné of us, ~ 
for whom God has not opened channels in which his influence may ~ 
run, and to whom he has not given opportunities for usefulness. 
‘There is not rh print a si Srriodat whose relations do not fur-— 
nish him with an ample field for Christian enterprise. And how, 
if we are the was dicsiphanve ied Bua or Gadi teseaaeriines — 


wise than thankful under the influence of the thought, that searcely * ~ 


a day passes without furnishing us with some opportunity “ doing < 
d. 


But my brethren, death is, in this respect, to change our citeum- 
stances. Then all our influence is gone, as we are removed from © 
the sphere in which alone it ean room for play ; and if there ’ 
is anything which can embitter death to a child of God, when he ' 
may be confident of his own personal safety, it is the thought, 
that as he departs, he is leaving behind him, some whom he loves, ° 
and whose state reproves his own unfaithfulness, and whom he 
must meet again, and whom he may meet, at the judgment teat,’ ” 
unreconciled to God through Jesus Christ. 

— my brethren, if it should be otherwise pterig a so 
we are not able personally to abide the issues trying 

hour, then death comes to blot out all our pa gfe cot oa A > 

ae ee It. is so, because, now, here, under the 

a of the Gospel, the arrangement of Providence, and the 
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dispensation of the spirit, re for the word which nt 


"Ne eo eon of Ch on ee 
ee i i tat name ohana el 
rege get i Ne spd ae thie Hin tomes 


relsions, he can. enter into the meaning, of the poet. 


4) 9 sings, 
spe sh inves ee bite al, 
How sweet the gospel's cheamibngacand:? 


‘But do\we pot know, tht. death wil change this seen, Are 
net our very circumstances, as. define our probation, constant- 
ly heralding their own ? not every Sabbath’s sun, as. 
it rises and sets ele us.of the time when it shall. rise and 
set no more? Oh! what a wondrous change hago panes: Spd 
a sinner’s position. ti ai llvadee gn saan 
hope, never wpe yan upon the, darkness, of the se ae 

. dees. the voice of "s messenger ‘interrupt its-silence, nor de 
the. movements. of ‘the aah ie Youn 3 all that the 
mind in such Poh tie se ge pe, is embrae- _ 
in, the. recollection, of of its former brighwess, aah. prosains. - 
that it knows of means of grace, and sesenmeing Wants iafound 
memory of their abuse and rejectio tear 
death thus, hts out al topes of he warn it 
the same, time. extinguishes all his, joys. speci ie vee 
ject of human happiness ia this world, are 
what.we, should have supposed. they sho 
from the character. of patter y wate mag his plans 
The-actually, of things has more than ence rn 
human faith. “As. 7 mo, said the Poelmint, “my feet had.well.. 
nigh slipped, when I beheld the. prosperity of the.wicked.”’.. Iis\: 
not: to. be denied, that, sinful man. has many: enjoyments ;in this; 
world... It is:perfectly, idle, to; say,.as. we look over: a festive circle « 
and see the cheerful countenances, and hear the merry peal and» 
visaciows laugh, that there is no enjoyment there—the 
tus... There. maybe some hearts concealed um» 
dr thse any exterior, ut fot he mos pat those who compas 
Pe peat nr aap Ry leasurable excitement. 
Ane so too, abounding wealth, and. saeaee yplause. ——— 
of "great happiness to unsanetified ry ale 58 tap iy 
from outward appearances, are apt to look preniae se 
ries, as the. monopolizers of hes 36 ada e have, however,... 
here ouly the front view ofthe p 


, 
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_»> ee =e oh feet eee a 











the of an eternal night. Thus the.v 
sone day eran nang pe 


an give. pis cothign iting errors: So 
it isour only on, and however large it may be, itis, tobe. 
wrested from us, and then the human mind is. left‘to feed:for ever 
upon reflection, and the only word of consolation, if consolation . 
it can be called, which. falls upon the: ear is.this~—‘* Son, remem, 
ber that thou. in. thy [ife;time xeesivest thy good things.’ “Deaths 
what a melancholy day to those.who have no God.’ 

is one more view to, be taken of the: subject before we. 
have done with those. of Snaps Se SRO te ane 9 
est and importance. Death is but the coming of the 
time, the circumstances, the. manner of our sdepagture,,are not,. 
left to fate or lawless contingency... Weare too prone to lookjatdeath ) 
solely as a-natural event, something which ie place in aceord-.” 
ance with a law of physical necessity. In one sense. it i¢,¢.matu--| 
ral event, 2s nature cada tenmeaae other sense it is the: most.’ 
unnatural event. that. takes: place in. God’s in Prien ton | 
mani feels it to be $0, and bis emotions in. view) of it 
OE SERRE AP APR AS: seniors of amvere Seriabe We» 
: pinnneers the subject, but we feel like men; 
a ee al ee bie a> thenahe wenarensenniin cone 
the appointment heaven—it is the, coming to- 
Do we doubt it? Need we be told by, whose order. death desor;; 
lates all our joys? Can. we for a moment harbor the suppositian,-' 
that a universal law, whose operation no skill cau evade,'no power - 
interrupt, to, which there have beenno exceptions, but such,as have - 
displayed the presence in his, wondrous. Sovereignty, of Him who 
alone can control his own laws, is the, offspring:of contingency or 
the creature of chance?;, Is the. being in, whose, nostrils, God. 
breathed the breath of life, housed. in, the grave without) hig knows" 
Nei become ‘the food, of worms: without his.orden?, No,') 
bre 

ea’ 





n, it eannot be... The:author of, life must be the. ter; 
th. ‘He hides his, face,.and we. are. troubled,” she takes . 
Rig: our breath, and we return to the. dust. He clothes. the King.. 
f Terrors with his armor, assigns antnasne its. work, npesbaraesrs 
days and summons us away. 

And why-so terrible? Is it painful to part with eamhhy ition, 
earthly possessions, and earthly joys? yk is... But yet the feeling 
is the same, whatever be our, earthly circumstances, and relations... 
Here poverty in its rags trembles,—there posit mans d. 
tire, crouches, and weeps, and the. proudest, “ie ae og : 
through fear... Ah! death, eee ek 
because man feels that there are enmities with which he.has, 








spon Se 
edyand be is sensible of: the painful reaction of his folly upon hi 


own soul. There is a controversy managed by a being whose,rease; 
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ness to the memorials of the past, and a clear foresight of the fu- © 
ture. “Death is the wages of sin,” and sentencemt “ 

all men, for that all have sinned.” ~~ aged , 
TI. But secondly, the coming of the Lord is not only certain, 

bat it is close at hand. Our dying’ hour is very near. “ Behold,” 
says the master, “I come quickly.” If death, viewed in its rela- 
tiens, should excite thought, the Po of its appreach should 
add to its exciting power. ‘That we shall die, we know, but when, 
we know not; of this much, however, we are certain, we must die 


eré long. We do not believe it.’ “We calculate upon a long time 
in the future. Who, in this ation, dreams to-day of dying 


soon, very soon? “And yet upon this subject, the Providence of 
God tinny ota some aieetuins e lessons, and uttered them 
in very emphatic tones. ve none of us been called during the 
last twelve fmm to part with friends whose hopes pty he the 
beginni the were as bright as ours now are? Dom 

yeutsted hens tie tone fons the citcle of their companioniltp ? 
they passed away, how quickly, and very soon death shall extin- 
guish the lustre of that eye, and blanch that cheek of health, and 
consign that ‘active frame to the stillness of the tomb. I heara 
message coming from the graves of eight of those who composed 
this congregation twelve months ago. I know not for whom the 
ae d, ob do know that it is meant for some with- 
in to-day. Its meaning is inte le, its utterances 
afé very distinct! “My hearer, w: Pecan hes mtn for you. Ere 
this opening year shall have completed its revolution, death shail 
have separated you from earth, its possessions, its honors, its hopes, 
and its Joye § your dust shall return to the earth as it was, and your 
spiri to the God who gave it. What a thought to ponder. 
T oa we oa pond theme teem 

tions, an + ess is human language, it now. e 
wi pantngtedl cites ing upon the very verge of the grave, 
and in a few moments are all to burst upon the realities of judg- 
meént and’eternity. What a reflection; how calculated to 

every heart, and awaken all the anxieties of the human bosom. 
Listen! oh my soul! listen! my dying hearers. It is the voice 
of our Maker and Judge. “ he fone uickly.” 

I must add one more thought to finish my subject. Death comes 
suddenly. How silently, and surely he steals his march brea 
uns ing victims. As in the dread hour of midnight, rhen all 
are wrapped in sleep, nscious of his movements, insensible to 
his desi dreaming rity and peace, the thief approaches, 
“so the coming ofthe Man be.” Almost uniformly dea 
takes men unawares. Even the wise virgits slept with the foolish 
until the midnight cry startled them. And it is always so wit , 
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is im thig world. They exe neying continually, “Soul, 
carafe "*wsmor shal be thi dey, an ; im 
5 eee 
lations with anceps ead aly tek calehote, dl 
when death does come, they shall be: 
and y their minds, are’ occupied with their ,and 
their hearts with their prospective pleasures, and the world keeps 
them in a flurry of perpetual excitement, and when they have just 
matured some new enterprise, and start out with souls up 
by the hope of certain success, the King of ‘Terrors meets them. 
eadips seceuidie Garalls Snsnretieye a teseee sr nens 
Kommenaled ocrya? decades eaf alike to the voice 
and the cry of » it burries away its victim from 
enterprises, and hi untasted, though anticipated 
sumed; tochordbond reslltcn af tnleorta wlan I would 
put the question to my hearers, Did you ever who was 
predirey-iuensanbapioee Aeeeberermemrne | eon 
ec ra sme its victims panacea: 
his own frame, tho tottering steps were 
his fall. catiaie ceinaheee you ‘i mehr 
think not, the Son of man cometh,” is « treth whieh iver 
lustrated in your experience. — 

There is not one of us, my brethren, who, whanevor dat a 
roaches, will not be able to give many apparently very reasons © 
ae) tea dean pee es Taeewears by argument disarm the 
King of Terrors of his power, nor by any reasoning kindle his com- 

ion. He has his work to do, and he does it, and does it often, 
inva way, and always at a time, wholly unexpected. Yes, this is: 
death ; these are its relations, its circumstances, and its issues. 

Upon what fearful subjects, then, do we treat to-day; dad whee do 
lemnity ee penrers and associations of the pres- 

_ enthour. . Everything the mind fastens, seems to 
Staenidisened aringben: This sanctuary is full of thei 
ree Sco ge poh of wae yearay Serra 


; And : we spoken the truth, my brethren ? Hate Teddi ne’: 
more than the word of God commands, and the Providence of God. 
instructs me to utter? And/isitin reality so? Are‘these the cir 
cumstances and relations of our ? Must we die? Resign to’ 
others who labored not for it, the fruit of our toil? » Be cutdown, ° 
just when we had d for ease and comfort? Be tornaway from 
the. things of earth, its plans, its pleasures, and its hopes; and as 
though’ nature bad nothing etse to tell us but that we are*dying » 
creatures, must we be tortured every hour, be ry every cir- 
cumstance, as death obtrudes itself everywhere upon busi- 
ness, our retirement, our enjoyments, writing his sammeons ‘pon 
our couch, inscribing vanity 5 all we own, aad all we ask—de- 
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feating val purposes, sporting tne our plans, and wil pes gd 
ing the &: 
j whosea are to be, eternal, Yen ty haa ia 
eVeR 80, woicaches Cran ce ite: 
seveiaonets abe, 
aoe eee so, foolish as unconcera abouyjt?: Any- 
more irrational than in these circumstances to cling to life with — 

a fondness which nothing but.an everlasting. eg avert anon 
and to merge all the vast interests of an eternal world in: thecom- 
eats grt usiness of,an-hour? Why should we, my:breth- 
TEs of, an ney eas map ed bury! 
oumalnesinccahip tiiegneed ne een reubesheen! 
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hope .arrests inquiry, and deceives the spirit, or stupor steals ever! 
on pS ae \ of; reagoti,;. it is madness to postpone the) 
thought of it calls for our meditation now, the inquiries) it: 
stage denetndovenn instant. qentions ; Sport not-with:a theme s0 


apecsemtiecs interest. and.impressive. power from saber 
of that, dread consummation: which them. 

se, that before this year closes, some of us are this:; 

sanctuary, shall be numbered among the victims of the: 

Seon sat i Weshamouniendiag our hardihood?) My youth-. 
ful-hearer, what means your presumption? -Manof| reason; whiy 

‘your-folly ? * ‘eh ducedblionsad-aukione ohana 

so ineredulous, and.unconcerned here ?—here where facts are waite » 
tom ancnithis besa | hefore your eyes, Be Ss 
ou, clothed. wi omnipotence, regarding none : the distinctions 
SE al.ke the old and : 
the.rich, poor :i3 enough in, the message I 
atlas oak eheshen ines Gotntaanemmends tide 

ickem the most stupid, Come, unconverted hearer, ponder 
ae id and silver, bousea.end earthly pleasures which 
your studied perse g neg'ect. ‘The anxieties kindle. 
me mad hr i Amit tases, ; 

in your 

which is ech 3 en from these objects, ducndestiaedlers 
ties they awaken, the efforts they areca at yourvery 


dot linn your st noe, and if we men of ae 
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ble.of thought, and of en good.and evil—there 

sat message Me eineinig seni our oy Heino pam al 

oprsuule" preparein dia? + pis obi bin anean go 
-Ob! Lam, not wrong when. unde 

tions. T preach to. you of death- 

would be well if it were 

al rag oop as 

spe aden 


inful t ne upon, w vhic But I 
pest ro Lave pyres d Bi whet hora 
sent pmb andes @ very dry. I may berepalac 


but wil repeat the warning, _- sh ay dpe 

treaty. Ponce mate who ma 

them whe may, I will be —— you, 

ful to yourselves, + sale joumar ot gnit pours, 

We have said that death was, ‘God's appoin ) 

i Lord. Dowe really beliene n> “pen | ‘ 
Kindled the sun. to light us.on our. way. ve 

houses, and scatters around us his varied beauties, .- W 

marks his dispensations, what glory shines in. his p 

death—anomalous ; 

ruin the beauties we admire, ; 


ate pointment of God, - e ‘May, say, that,» 
ite ann pyres mnt pay 

Py moral activity, 

a ta what co iy 

als 


‘ent world, to the B.! 
ela to Pree 
*phinmont of God? 





syislinns tap iene »—how full ont p 
Pp every™ us——how full our prepara- 
How precious, Kyou i sun ~argwe rbon ‘We 
prod ailing tev ota without con- 
y brethren, you do 
it. You ef your ears when 


itis in kindness, it is in the discharge ¢ 
relation which God has established betw | 
which’as a God of love, he himself presides; and you know th 
not without cause, I speak as I have done. Pin, ale 
‘Death is the ‘Wages of sin—and can the ‘sinner go cheerfully on, . 
Sting to NED ce meeravete Me dead ? Will he spend the last 
and even while quivering on the verge 
geet we shat | ge ts ena are ? ‘Willhe amuse 
sin, an e profaned Sabbaths, a ne lected sanctuary, ; 
eninge ef'usOusaeninenee. Oh, this is fearfal trifling with 


Gol wilot 

will come Fi ii ia ol gi 

andas you are vibe the full chase after worldly pleasures, 

‘throw in betwéen you Rodthe object of your pursuit, his summons’ 
t, to check trerchnther. vent vind big you away. The_ 
he: elect effect your change, are even now at ' 


bosom, imperce to yourself, but the are | 
nd nian arse the if yo yo can ah 
papas we can but retire to weep oWer i 


“hou kl li you ou shall do? I preach to you tent Sie 
“the resurrection life.”  T preach him to you, my oT, 
for yourself, an able Saviour, and ig to save unto the uttermo 
He hath borne your griefs and carried your sorrows. By hisown ~ 
death he has destroyed death, anid hie that had the power of it. Be-. 
lieve on him, and you shall share with him in his triumphs, and have 
Lal enna be Shguerene ke ory pu 

hope. Beware cf the deceiver; secretly lurks for rita 
poses soa: Anpeby hi oy 


not your imp th 
the acquisition an hour ; the child of disea: 
Think not that reason must light up her lat 


destroys you, and discover to you the! aradise of 
‘not that {of pity must com nate your 
give you # joyful hope. Ryerth eceit Di 
tions, oh repeat them no ‘a cor r 
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par rea sills toa deeper sleep, and render more fearful the 
erisis when it shall arrjve. _ 

Brethren, my warning is concluded. My message perhaps may. 
be ineffectual, its impressions may a vony wih epson home 
p coal 2 tof eid cen aueh-oil one hoes Sano 

same interest with which it has been prepared and uttered, . 


scene of sisi has not been spoken, nor _ 

















heard in vain. leave its results then, to the developments of , 
that solemn scene. 
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(THE MINISTRATION OF ee 
+ Shall nt the miniatration ofthe Spit he aor gaioun?”—2 Corinthian i 8. 


Noraine seems to reach perfection at once. In the visible 
material world, we see first Be blade, then the ear, d_after . 
that the full corn in the ear. The acorn grows into a majestic oak, 
with its branches outspread, and its top lookin boldly : to the 
skies. A cloud appears, and it is not bigger a man’s hand, _ 
but it increases heavens are black, and there is a sound; - 
of abundance of rain mighty river may be to an in-, : 
rn spring, oozing out of the mountain’s side, 
Thus, also, is it in the moral.and intellectual world. Wee ae 
/ ness, everywhere, a beginning, a progress, and an ultimate devel 
w 0d The papa so pepielay vy t all its Tis 
wledge or of virtue, must made by de is 
sible for ers part of any given science to igen ie 
giapee. hector al patane yg these steps 
ve to be n from al ed, an acquisitions. 
ieee made. No one me | to beccene’ cithee very wise, or’ 
len. Advancement is the divine law, inseribed 
where,,and controlling all creatures and all events. 
‘ Brae ethiet Gos ic but an expansion of this 
med meet that everything should be re- 


its present state of clearness or net wld 


even am 3. t 
y, told. to Abraham; nor e 
a Deridhed dlaoorerios 
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om. ined took sar Tally, ead 
a ey diy. 


to the Calla. 


ES 


, 


render the man of God goons ined 
unto oan goad work.. A foundation was jai 
ture was not comp er The light becar 


until it shone out, pd As a htness of noon, upon 
the beloved Jolintin: e of Patmos. “This finished the the a 
God has not s ak since. that hour... Now the volume of in- 
spiration is com pers pagans Fs 8s J 
be added, while 3: 1a tao last and the grandest 
ent of the purposes of divine'mercy, towards our fallen 
race, has been made. In this respect, we stand upon the shoulders 
of all that have gone before us. Ours may be called the mature 
of the churoh: “Thetimes-appoitited of the’ F atlier are come. 

e are no longer under governors and tutors. 
Buch, “evidently, was’ ‘the view of Paul “Turn to the chapter 
ich contains the text, and the remarks he here makes, -in 

ineéxion with other and sim portions of the sacred volum 
at he ‘says of the unti lency of the é times, 


oe . te th : “ time: 
a atter ppp hey try hae 
ian fuk be nad ala cou. Th 
ri Dookie of a 


one of a ve suikibg ae eee A. 
n the en vie d out from . 


M pie ors 8 pos 


have limpared >and WA 
answer to ‘these ihegiria ¥ 
ferences. ~ oe : 
a First— What are we to understand by 2 min 
Spiric? vs *: me Y 
This Tageege NO wine a in how th ; 
his own minister the go 
vo ‘a ee but he magnified 


fast re 
















mivreTRaTION oF HE SPIRIT. 
LHOAaLS OAT AM a5] 
to rest in the letter wiileh Killeth but to be filled with the Spi 
Bocas revlon the midst 
labers:were an influence which- 
multicudes out of darkness in peo say light, and wry 
wer of Satan unto God. What, therefore, could he means 
byiliedeheatine of ihe Spirit, but his own favored: times, atid the- 
pabcoare st crt follow? "This is, doubtless, what he referred! 
to, andthe period embraced by it reached back over the vkicap 
which hed; elapsed since the ‘death of Christ, and forward: 
all: intervening ages, until the end of the world. Tt took. 
we term the evangelical economy—it included these latter 
We put, I beg you to notice, no forced constraction © 
Apostle’s words. tis i ‘to give them: any | 
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because the Spirit pts now iene pow waowith . 
a-fulness, never known’ be Tein use un'da tie Son « 
en ae season for the display of God’s con imeing® 
onverting grace. this: period especially, is: it’ x 
Kibigdons: of “nih gp teoustiess is: to preva onthe 
Pompous external: rites’ have given: 
ence. eats Geacks Scie einai nt panied Force Sr 
in lieu of them, we have the Holy Spirit applymg ‘to ee of: 
hearts the efficacy of she Saviour’s' atoning blood. \ ‘Moses is ‘no 
longer read in the synagogue, but Christ is preached in thee! 
The priest» does not burn incense in the temple, but Jesus 
cedes in:heaven. > io @ele ni ike 
Yet; mistake me not. There siivan weir pi lil he ag 
Preeree he chara e unknown. The’ chureh,: 
his blood, is not ‘only one in all placesdran 
rising to the going down of the sun, but is one too im alliagesy fi 
Adam to Malachi, and from) Matthew to the sounding of ' cha! ai 
In the: days of our first’ ts, the God ‘of bedven set a 
up @ kingdom, ‘and that -very still exists. In 
ritual has been changed’ its form has been altered ;. but it y the, 
same church now it ever was, having the same God and Father of 
‘Ehere was a household of faith in the deys of Enos, ‘when’ men’ 
poe. rai eat asm A Noah, and the believieg_ 
members of his family, belonged to’ this spiritual kingdom, when’ 
they went into the ark; and when they came out of it: | Amd‘here: 
_ all the Patriarchs had ‘their ip. Never has there béewan« 
age without converted men, and men h oe ee 
ich testtnean dann tctcanh esbligh foley il” 
‘was given, and was: 
the fat 10 save the soul eh nt ee 


resi? 
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pre ee I to’God, it was the same gospel 
brought and it, by the very same 
exerted away the heart-of stone, and 
vidi: but it is a difference 
‘ofthe infieanie, dither 
Our times are the Min- 

power was not felt'in the 


with the 


mash shi pag period, it is our happy lot to 

ene ri cat 

bosom ithe faithful, and to con- 

given because Jesus has 

ry grand reason. The Saviour died to 

iam aiechen the curse of the law; but he revived, and as- 

a See a regenerating influence 

his, therefore, is the mintstration of the third per- 

Trinity, Now he is making his conquests in our world. 

Now is he moulding the hearts of men; and, under -his agency, 

multitudes which no one can number, are rising from the death in 
sin to a life of holiness. But— 

Il. Secondly—With what is this ministration of the Spins 
here com Bs cirig 

Turn again to the context, and you will find the answer at once. 

ig of the church, since the coming of Christ, is thus called 
- biennen. the ministration of the Spirit, then reference 
ethene pe selecting Bae mo xtreme 
meamesibetcoded thet: This follows as a neces- 
Aa we. There may have some special allusion 
vish economy, but the whole riod is taken in, from the 
Abel till the death of the Son of God. pce 
blessings are here set over against everything 
em, 28 it respects favor and privilege, whether it be the 
aber apa the world, walked. 
God in the simplicity of patriarchal homage, or of those 
who, in later days, worshipped with more of external pomp and 
impressiveness, in the temple at Jerusalem. There have been but ‘ 
two great one preceded, the other followed, the 
sacrifice of the cross. The first was the ministration of types and 
shadows—the last is the ministration of the Spirit. 

Let us spend a moment in tracing out the comparison. Good 
men, in the former of these periods, had their minds turned to one 
prominent object—the advent of the Messiah; and, in the latter, 
the same class of men have had. their minds turned. to, another : 
prominent object—the gift of the Spirit. From the hour of the 





MINISTRATION OF eee SPIRIT- 


first promise of merey in Eden it of the d 
the temple, halievernisiase: all W. 
tation, to the coming of C) 
seem never to have 0. 
' Jand of their pi age. ; ig it not a 
romise of the Spirit to regieabae and — men, 
ew Testament almost precisely .as that of a Saviour to die for 
them, does the Old? Ponder well this idea, I beg you. The:two 
dispensations differ, and differ very strikingly, inasmu as it was 
the main design of the one ihe an atonement, while it is no 
pally aig Sola ph to apply that atonement, .The , 
first was an amazing theatre, erected. by the power 
of God, for the pre of blessings; and the. 
not less amazing, erected by the same power and 
enjoyment of these blessings. One was the seed 
is the harvest. 
You see what was in the mind of the Apostle, The ministra- 
tion of the Spirit is put, not so much in the ppb gthin of 
as in the way of contrast to the ministration of ae 
and distant anticipations. The case may be thus sands 
the advent of the Messiah, believers were all ex 
ance in our world, and were finding sustenance for 
what the scriptures predicted of his person and. work. E 
of their Bible had reference to the seed of the.woman. Eve 
sacrifice that bled on the altar prefigured acpchles 9siaan Sn the 
shedding of richer blood. But now, that the: is: act 
come; all these and prophecies have received # ai 
complishment. Nor does anything remain for us, living. in. 
~ Jatter days and in these ends of the earth, but to 
the copious descent of the Spirit to convert rs from the | 
of their ways, and fill the world with salvation.. 
-lightful anticipation—Here we take our stand. 
a things com by. Paul are, therefore, perfectly oar 
are simply —a system of types and predictions, on the 
on and, embracing as their leading idea an atonement to be: 
with the rites and expiations prefiguring it; and, on the 
system of si iy pl ct a a 
atonement already made, with the accompanying influences and _ 
triumphs of the Holy Spirit. This is the precise point, There we 
see the Patriarch at his sina ad dhe Batre a ean Here we 
see the Christian in his church, and the convert in a revival, we 
- lives under an economy which, notwithstanding all. the 
near Des Noms ipa 1g isnot well able to bear, and 
kept up only Ly the prospect of better times to.come ; 
he ther si by witnessing the fulfilment of these antici- _ 


eS all this in mind, and you will easily understand the pee 
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of com It "ate fallen to, five i of hare 
<icol ontetn ele tae a t Abrahess talked with 
David sung of the’Messiah, and Isaiah foretold the ri Tied phir 
oe ‘We what they only hoped for. Oars is 

nsation of at times atid blessings, in distinction | 
sons ‘that preceded it, whether im the days 0 Noah or Moses. 
This leads ts to 


= Thirdly af this ministration of the Pe 


cake 

is ve licit. Heb to view, 
as we sare jak two dhe Be church, biioes aaa” 
cmt eons in ce: Ai th ink—the last, with the 
pirit of the living God; ‘the first, on tables of stone—the last, 
om esl bles f the heart. ‘This settles the question. You see 
lies: One’ of these states included a long © 
nae impressive Outward rites; while the other includes a sea- . 
son, perhaps still longer, of deep internal power. One was a be : 

of forras'and ce the others a day of life and feeling. . 
fret wt igeatotibd t x Slepadindlied: y the revalence of the 
letter, which killeth ; while the other is equally characterized, as a : 
_ Be lng whe Neal ofthe Spirit, that gi iveth life. 
Apostle is very Tf a ministta- 


tid stp commerterttr condemnation, if a gl ver 
ineth has more value than a ty Athos done a) 
a ever enduring’ to be prefered 


of tempor character, then we, ini these Hiciea: aio bisauee? 
above Patriarchs and Prophets.“ Upori be bud tio true light shone. — 
Fhisministration of the Spi eirirhat vajiersoded all that went before 
it. ‘Phe ever endv ois OPUS Chk ta loeng the stead 
of the lamb at the‘altar. ‘Phe stars, though beautiful - 
in es, aré alt hidden by the advance of day, and the dawn of - 
the mofiiing is ‘forgotten amidst the full orbed splendor of the me- 
ridian sun. So have the types and shadows of the ancient pe 3 
of God ‘been’ displaced and set aside by the superior light of i 
gospel. ‘Phese things were never intended to be. 
the-symbols, and’ all the expiations of the law, had respect to the ” 
presetit economy of divine mercy, with its simple outward forms, © 
yet'rich internal rane? hes as the shadow of a thing has res- 
pect to its substance an "What was the giving of the Com- — 
mé#dments on Sinai, vere ptt eee reparation for the announcement s- the 
gospel? “What was the prie of ‘Aaron, but an emblem of the 
eterndl priesthood of patent the sprinklings and ab- 
lutions of the temple ‘service, but so figures of the washi f 
regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost? The Spi 
ministration hes come in the toom of all'that preceded it, and 
it has @ glory that exalteth. a 
Yet chia is pot the mein idee. Civtpnty as glory wie WE : 


a 
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longed neither to atriarchal aie ott service, chiefly and 
Papetinensly) Keenatoshe Sipttingaee sens down upon thechurchy’ 
ake bape paled coeinaemmeane 
‘so 
much with the ‘Soroetpoadlia into the w as with his going » 
out of it. His death, rather than his: birth, Rieter : 
y, and became the grand and opening eventto: those 
and more woods displays of divine grace, which have: 

of the gospel.. This is not pera secon 

tant So long as the Saviour lived, the lamb bled at -the altar; © 
and ¢ sent up his incense. But when he died,these, cere-) 
pepinenaioney Rainn teen mane en 


awa rey 

a depends.on a right view of this one poi Jt wes not: 
so much Christ's advent. on earth, sari tincryiglc Se enone a 
thirty years to weep, and toil, and pray ; as it was his retarn: p> 
Father, that formed the great culminating event, so to ty in’ 
the. history of the church’s: nsations. Hence the'value; he 
himself set om his departure. ‘hus we hear him saying, and say~- 
ing it, observe, "as a topic of consolation to his sorrowful di “ 
pe is sovlien: for you that I reve as wes spice aan 

t own language furnish the: \ ee not 
pac emi nance Hae bat if Tdepars a 


nto. you. 

You see then: the: reason -off;the JA te: peenaies 2 
under the reign of the Messiah, in distinctiow fron all for-° 
aa A 5 RY a Spirit; and so’ 
called, be it never forgotten, because of the rich effusions‘of mercy’ © 
which should attend it, and the large’ accessions to: the church, or” 
dained to set off its triumph. Ehow: fic shiersfore: the! Wlespemeas ee! 
Calvary should so soon: be followed’ by the scenes of 
How suitable that the ignominy of: wbroenshoahd: Weds ia 
few days, to the glory of such a conquest! The events’ of the’ . 
_ latter occasion were but the appropmiate effects, the predicted? 

results, of the former one. It was really nothing-else than taking” 
of the shingjabeil OMikdhy aon detesiag) iounsl wae” quans hapa. able? 
large enough, and wonderful enough to excite the ‘admiration: of all’ 
ages and all worlds, when under the accompanying’ influences of ' 
tend cip poids Reid painnciequeeshahioaoainaeanams 
were converted in a single day. Welt might Jesus bear his 

ings for a reward like this. Well might he-be: willing ‘to: 
disci for the sake of gi the world such a blessing:* . + ees 
cAll now is: plain. €:eujay: what: Moses’ haped Sorstwlenw Jes! 
prayed, Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy» unto. 
their children ; and what Zerubbabel contemplated, whem he. ex- 
claimed, Not by Wha hey ani rae saith the: 
i om i ae cele Pee ccs 


ee § pes beige 2 Ma 




















; ms * age : j va 
* go _ THE NaTIoNaL renscagy 


; What. through athe face to face. Ours* 
ein Kee — ee oe 
of mid-day; o 98 ming herve ipo forte sik 


1st. Then we ought to be sensi the peculiar honor of the 
‘present dispensation. 

The lines are fallen, to us, in. happy times, 2s well asin pleasant 
places. Many prophets and wise men desired to see such a day 
as this, but were never permitted to see it, except by dim and. dis- 
tant expectations . The work of the connected as it: 
eg ag ro AR gr RR | 
o r, is great life-gi t, upon whic depends % 
whatever of simplicity, and clearness, and. power, we have over the 
Patriarch with his bleeding lamb, and the Jew with his 
O, shall we ever lose sight of this noble distinction 


We live in an interesting period of our world’s history. It was 
not permitted to David, or Isaiah, or Daniel, to witness such bless- 











ings. God has given us both the upper and nether spri We 
ee ern to those of 
d. 


Let us pause, and reckon our advantages—Man’ s exigency 
seahihaddhis tists ennielt un pstoeniiens: an influence to renew 
Siscaiten, as val cn un deipitiign te tancel his quilts.end,Megeel 
be Gud, we have them both. . ‘The power exerted on the thousands 
at Pentecost, was just as indispensable as the bloody passion on 
Calvary; and we enjoy the fruits and benefits of the two together. 
It is our privilege to live in a day, when we can turn from the won- 
A a ABET ry ME 
to the scarcely less wonderful scenes of every valle of vision, upon 
which the Spitit descends to bring bone to its fellow bone, ‘covér 
them with sinews and flesh, and raise up an army of regenerated 
men. Wins. veil sslamaatdemmaschatiave thaeaie af ancl 
things? Never was it told in the ears of the worship a 
salem, that a nation, like that of the Sandwich 

See 
exalted to + aca a Bae lk 
the earth. er aN RR oH 8 2 ne 
stakes. Ponder this 
om te keagpe teak toms Pol ah deck ite 

Sianilshiould gaan duce she gicten 96 
-the shekinah, and fix his eyes upon 
, as a period of glory with which no 


i the privilege of seeing the timber for the 

b d framed. m Wee sti dig- 
ut put up and fitly e witness—not the dig- 
ing ov 4 a in the hills of Judea, but the 
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es 
sonst ; RATION OF: whe . 


silent working them into the ‘Temple of boa Prophe 
fulfilment—shadows have given place: nee. 
Christ, following the death of Chri ing the be 

ee death torent tho hosets of Mea: caieaiciaas the times in; 

we live. 

sein xing pid of eslnsh denen orate 
and not pompous external rites. 

We are in danger of forgetting this. ‘Monde sdueaete obicuaili 
pape ya ge oan gp ne eset hee 

of divine things. Thousands of Jews were only Jews 
orp tag on the letter which killeth, arid. never 
potent e Spirit that giveth life. The adores his 
of wood or stone, and fills his temple with costly incense. 
lics address themselves to the imagination, and by associating 
painting, and sculpture, and music, with the services of 
seek to establish a dominion over the mind. But, alas! there is one 
grand defect in all this; it loses sight of the fact that God isa Spirit, 
and that they who worship him must worship him in spirit and im 
truth. Den ines Os ee ‘We 
do not live in the days of imposing ceremonies. 

Why ous abedow fer aihaliios saeln? Why suffer i 
to take the place of faith? As men, the world over, come 
importance to the shape and position of the altar; the vestments of 
the clergy; the posture of receiving the sacrament; and the da 
of the saints, real or pretended; they are sure to decline*in- 
spirituality of God’s Lavnrcrg Tell me not that they have senses, 
and those senses must be impressed. Say not they have: a taste, 
and this taste must be gratified. This is ial but let me ask, is 
the influence to be exerted on thinking, immortal prdhepn.s by the 
truth itself, or by some worldly-wise ex 
to usurp its place? This is the si pra a wa Lee 
Teacher settles it. His langenge is, The hour cometh, when } 
shall neither in this mountatn, nor yet at Jerusalem, orship 
Father. We live at this very hour. It is not posture, or form, 
ritual, that God looks at. lors two or three are gathe 
together in the name of Christ, whether it be like the disciph 
upper room; or the Scottish Covenanters, in glend abdiepiibapran? 
cag: Rueinm sncetata. seller tee ae af ¢-upealating Marya 
the Saviour is in the midst of them. 

What more is needed? Why his endoncy to go back ee 
dark ages? _ Why this hankering eer. the: tscke: su-uiaile 
modern Egypt? tan es I that, so far as life, and penne pe 
Pag sigan are concerned, I would rather have been 

company on the bare deck of the Speedwell, ’ 
hol Robinson p ured out his heart to God, with E 

Miles and the rest of the heroic band, k 

side, than worahip in the proudest cathedral heros arr yp deren 
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aS aa. ral my pee 


lof arches, and p ‘olaows: snd deep tan 
—— ‘eannot be fed ‘atete 
(tat fo 2 toa 

Dette ao conten There is no mysterious efficaey ‘in 
or sacraments of ¢ church, or the church—as are 
cepcaoatayti own little eaclosure—that can either ensure, 
a baoue Geaabtae camer age of the heart. Why 
, eee iyo een, Mim rama ‘Taro 
eover its pages, point me, u-can, toa a 
~exalts into s of imp ‘the externals of 

make much day when iwas born, but do ‘sacred 
‘pages fix the time? They love'to' delineate his countenance, but 
wsithere anything here to aid thenvin doing so? =O, my brethren! 
we live under the ministration: of the: ‘Spirit, and: are not to ‘tie 

with'trifles, bein of tae a: 
ei8c We are) not to: look’ fer 



























































ation yet to come, of inor 


7 and impressiveness. 
- Swi heptaient Fvoiguiot tab Sih hai clon tb Od of bate Witte 
** annals. Nothing of more’ palpable, insposing form, is to come after 
TT aetan: place; nothing is to intervene between it 
final judgment. ee 
confidence. ‘We need not be told, at this late day, after: all 
ewe have seen of the quiet; noiseless progress of truth and 
wousness, that Christ's kingdom isnot of this world: If 1 the 
Bible right at dil; the only throne which the Redeemer is ever to 
or, Ste rine goa arate 
% * ‘ompletely:and universally, ander the present ministration 
spirit, thatall shall know the ‘Lord; from the least’ to the’ greatest. 
himself i our instructor. © pales alas is oniewanicel 
: © views bring the down its 
ht mn Sen ka Sn ose 
up abode once more among men, would this be better’ 
ing world:than the ministration of the’ Spirit? His 
ige could) otily be in‘ one’ place at a time. “If one ination ‘had 
: other could not. While iw this land he could 
pe ‘or the isles of the sea. bo mee 
Spifit; it the: and ordinances of his house, can be enjoyed; at 
one and the same moment, wherevet men lift up holy hands, without 
awrath and:doubting. Ab!’ this’ ix ‘what we te atid having’ this, 
. somes tbe be ¢ontent' never to see the Son’ of man, inti!’ ‘he 
to be glorified in‘his ssn rnd in them that believe. 
pi mre arid speedily, for his’ personal co isto 
forzet where wpa mi atc ad wa 
we’ 
ug of the objections 'to this scheme, which arise from 
the fact, that ie tendé to ‘dry ap ‘the fountain of Christian benevo- 
lence, and to leave the heathen to perish in their sins, there are 
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other serious difficulties seneaneel with it. Joy i 


less than ending in the flesh, after having } 
tabiis ba took ton, the, 


Jews, who rejected the Messiah, because iter ner Ww: ny i 
rok eee te “Ser 
Far be be it from me to dictate tothe Master 5 1 osha beige ~j 


ing he should pursue his own nigh rating and 
~ the nations; but I can never wathindul of the divinely, 
: hich i int non enabiodiat 





































bead that we have already a, 
nal presence of the Sav 
ba ve him yp back baal 5 wol 
“for you that I go away. new 
py Baie etter stration 
more palpable, or vi or éxter 
. do, in the midst of the 5 
come in the. ‘edeemer’s tea 
_ Our precious revi t Spir 
Dita wept be talking nore. of 
“It is altoge are Sadlinaaeh to now a revi- 
_sible- throne, and an imposing ritual, ‘These, things: bel ’ 
another economy. They. are part of a dispensation .whighy dows 
“age, wazed old and vanished away. 14d shaeti 
For hy dnc Tam free to say, I tnscipate vo auch epee Atis 
~—s Brot mn to are tena tre of the blessed Jesus swayed over 
tions: It is en r_me to share in the joys,of, is OX. a 
aad and applied. ne is sane for me to’ be ’ 
the inhabitation of y Spirit. Lam willing to wait fora sight «al 
bee Son of Man, until he sits on his, great whise.thone, I never 
. expect to hear his voice until, he. arte a Come, fhe: blessed: of E 
Father, I look for no other dominion than fergie he exer 
aah at the wy 9 tasted power. 2 » te ‘ fi 
e We are encourag to expect gr cant thing 
‘hes ae ie of God. nate a we 
What followed the Saviour’s ascension, at ote ee ly.a. prre- 
lade tofarther.diealane oh para ig oat hronemen 
of his Son, in the eyes, of the, universe, b ls : 
within fifty days, in a measure never, re nd thie “ 
“fot more wonderful in itself, than happy i ip gs ier 4 
fruits of a harvest still yet to be: gloriously gathered iin. 
~The hearing of Christ’s first prayer, Doe sherry ymforter 
_ was but an antepast to the- continued pryaleory oa : 
_tercession. Bs 
Tell me not that the p prospect is dark, “and. often: seems 
growing still darker. I remember what was done in eoceun,” 
before the blood of atonement had hardly dried away from Calvary, 
I remember what has taken place in the spiritual birth of nations, 
in our own day. Above all, I remember what is written on these 























































































































































y? -Is it not said, 

of our God? Are 
ord shall fill the earth, as the 
? We want mothing more. We ask forno . 


— Zion’s increase now, come to God in an ac 
ceptable time. Much has been dome, as there was before | ‘ 
Saviour’s advent, in the way of prepiiration. The field has bee ’ 
_ explored; lan have been learnt} the to the heart of 
~ heathen kin, een laid open;-partial conquests have been 
: } in motion. Who can look 
dns? In this ministration of 
onfidence. We ask for nothing else 
(than his new-creating energy. Only let the Spirit be sent down, as 
Peter saw it, when he charged the murder of the Son of God upon 
‘the Jews; ‘and as'Paul saw it, when he moved like an algal “af 
a apron y, and from ¢ountry to country; and the work 
may be soon plis The babe in your arms may liveto  - 
see the day, when even China, with her teeming millions, shall 
welcome'the Son of David to his place among her children. 
es ee) ee a and just 
soon as the Spirit is ‘out like water upon thirsty, | 
Sabi agee So deguipored, we shall find the great cause of the 
world’s conversion moving on towards its ultimate triumphs, with. 
“an efficacy, and a glory, that will awaken new songs in heaven. 
a ion is the very law of the Saviour’s kingdom. Judaisi 
‘had tot in it the elements of enlargement. It could never be 
,  Feligion of the nations. Everything about it was local and tempe 


three fourths of this world’s population | 


of the Saviour’s name! aig det fe sspond> . 
iene, te not Subp? when Zion “shall look forth asthe 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
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